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“This Is not a beauty contest”

“This is not a beauty contest. It is a mone-
tary achievement contest where lodges have
the opportunity through a benefit to obtain cer-
tain positions” as stated in item #22 of the Grand
Lodge Royal Pageant Contest Rules!

| can hear Bert Parks singing

it now. There she is, Miss

Monetary Achievement...Uh?
| have received the official

M announcement and contest

K rules for the Grand Lodge

Royal Pageant Contest for

2019-2020.

The contest officially begins on September
30th so we will have to decide if Roma Lodge
plans to participate in this years contest at our Oc-
tober meeting.

To give you a Cliff Notes synopsis of the con-
test a local lodge representative would have to
have a minimum of $2,000 in ticket sales to partici-
pate. The Grand Lodge gets 25% of the net pro-
ceeds of which the Junior Members activities get
5%. The top 5 contestants get 10%, 8%, 6%, 4%
and 2% respectively and in 2018 local lodges re-
ceived 51.680% of the net proceeds.

Total ticket sales were $94,855 of which
$57,208 (60.3%) came from three lodges in the
Central Valley (Visalia, Hanford and Tulare). If you
purchased a ticket you had a 1 in 113,822 chance
to win from 1 to 10 cash prizes.

The Grand Lodge netted $15, 515.21, the top
five contestants received a total of $5,669.50 and
participating lodges received a total of $48,992.07
of the net proceeds of $65,327.20.

Now, before we run out and solicit a queen/
king for the Royal Pageant “monetary achieve-
ment contest” we must ask ourselves what does
Roma Lodge get out of the pageant?

In the 2018 contest our queen had $11,822 in
ticket sales. The lodge accomplished this by her
efforts, selling tickets, having garage sales, raffles
and a variety of other activities to support our
queen.

The lodge chose to invest $5,911 of the total
and we received a net return for our efforts of
$198.61. What? Less than $200 for a Miss Cali-
fornia Title in the “monetary achievement con-

M

Presidents

test”. That is a 1.6% return on our
investment.

Our beautiful Roma Lodge
Queen, Gianna Benedetti, has rep-
resented the lodge for the past two
years as her sisters Isabella and
Gabrielle did before her. All three
held the Miss California Title for
the Grand Lodge.

As | mentioned
tion re@pomakel eur
Pageant contest

members can be p
contestants on p
ability, cogniti
raffle tickets o
scorecard.

Get three community judg
the convention to do the |
view questions at the Bl ac
select your winners.

During the convention ha
shops on speaking, makeup,
-esteem builders. How many
woul d not become a queen ¢
they had to sell tickets?

We are doing a dlsserV|c
bers, who may want to be ¢
having them sell tickets e

‘monetary achievement contest” so they can
raise money for the Grand Lodge. There is some-
thing wrong with having a local lodge “buy” a
Grand Lodge Title.

These comments have nothing to do with the
outstanding young people who have competed in
the past. They have all been well qualified and
deserving as representatives of the local and
Grand Lodge.

As an organization we can do a lot better in
making this a learning experience to improve self-
esteem, speaking abilities, cognitive skills and a
contest that relies more on ability rather than sell-
ing raffle tickets!

As Roma Lodge members we must decide
what type of experience we want our young
people to have as a representative of our
lodge. We shall see!
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