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#53 For Roma Lodge 
World Ag Expo 
February 11, 12, 13th!  

They say misery loves company!  Looking at 
the picture from the WAE last year you can see it 
was cold, 
raining and 
the weather 
was misera-
ble for most 
of the show.  
Perfect 
weather if 
you are a 
farmer in that 
you don’t 
have to work in the fields and can attend the 
show.  

For the 53rd consecutive year Roma Lodge 
will have a food booth at the show.  We have not 
missed one since the start and thanks to Mi-
chael DePaoli, Melissa Watkins and Maci 
Daramy we will be open for business.   

Roma Lodge is one of the very few organiza-
tion who has been at 
the show from the be-
ginning.  We all need 
to remember its not 
about fundraising or 
eating Italian sausage 
sandwiches.  It is 

about showing the people of Tulare County and 
100K visitors to the show that Roma Lodge is 
preserving the Italian Culture of those who have 
come before us. 

If you can’t help during the week, you can 
come down and help make sauce on Sunday, 
February 9th at 9 a.m.  You will need a pass 
each day you attend the show. Passes will be 
given out for those who signup at the February 

3rd meeting so make plans to 
attend, signup and get your 
passes.  

If you cannot attend the 
February meeting you will 
need to make arrangements 
for someone else to pickup 
your passes from Melissa 
Watkins. We hope to see you at the show.  

If you cannot help during the show you can  
help cleanup the booth, hang signs or do other 
preparation work prior to or after the show.  Con-
tact Michael at 730-1168 and him know how you 
can help.  

 

Membership Dues 
Your lodge dues were due on January 1, 

2020.  Regular member dues are $75. Dues for 

social and associate members are $60.  Jun-

iors with benefits are $6.36.  Jun-

ior members who choose not to se-

lect the benefit option are free.  

College students up to the age of 

26 are also free if they verify they 

are in college by sending a letter to the lodge.  

Mail your dues to Pam Sola, Roma Lodge, 

PO Box 1337, Tulare, California or bring 

them to the February meeting.  

Meeting 

Monday 
February 3, 2020 

6:30 PM 
Karen DeGroot & 

Joyce Hofstee 
Refreshment Chairs 

February Birthdays Bring 
Your Raffle Prizes 

and help with refreshment 

Roma Lodge  
Scholarships  

Due-March 1, 2020 
Applications Online 

https://
www.romalodge1573.org/

scholarships 
 

Questions? 
Contact Melissa Watkins 

559-361-0811 

https://www.romalodge1573.org/scholarships
https://www.romalodge1573.org/scholarships
https://www.romalodge1573.org/scholarships


Team Effort! 
Heralds Message 

T he NFL 2020 Super-
bowl is scheduled for 

Sunday, February 2nd just 
prior to our meeting on Mon-
day, February 3rd.  The 
game will feature San Fran-
cisco from the NFC and Kansas City from the 
AFC. The Super Bowl will conclude the 100th 
season of the NFL and this will be 54th Super-
bowl.   

Football in the NFL is a team sport.  Your team 
could have the greatest quarterback of all time, 
or the greatest linebacker, or greatest runner 
and not even make the Superbowl.  (Just ask the 
New England Patriots or New Orleans Saints 
about that)  In life, it often takes a group of peo-
ple working together to achieve a common 
goal.  

Roma Lodge is no different.  If we are going to 
accomplish our goals in 2020 we must come to-
gether as a team to ensure our success.  

It’s January and that means it is once again 
time to pay your dues.  A financial commitment 
on your part in deciding if you want to be a part 
of the 90-year tradition of the lodge and do your 
part to carryon the Italian Culture in Tulare 
County.  Once you have made that choice, you 
become a “team” member and share in the suc-
cesses or failures of the lodge.   

We have two events coming up where we 
need your support and participation.  First, is our 
food booth at the World Ag Expo.  Since its in-
ception, and for all of the 53 years of the show, 
we have had a booth featuring our famous Ital-

ian sausage sandwiches.  The menu has ex-
panded, as the tastes of participants has 
changed, to include pasta, salads and other 
items to increase our fundraising efforts.   

Siblings Michael DePaoli, Melissa Watkins 
and Maci Daramy have organized and operated 

the booth for the past 7 years and have gone 
above and beyond to help make the booth a a 
financial success.  Make plans to attend the Feb-
ruary 3rd meeting to get your farm show passes 
to help during the show. 

 
The second 

event we all need 
to come together 
as a team to plan, 
organize, prepare 
and conduct is our 
90th Anniversary 
Celebration 
scheduled for 
Sunday, April 
19th at the TDES 
Hall in Tulare.  

The event will give Roma Lodge an opportunity 
to celebrate our past 90-years of preserving the 
Italian Culture.   

It seems like only yesterday we were celebrat-
ing our 85th and now it will be our 90th which is 
quite an achievement considering not many or-
ganization last this long.  

We are going to need a lot of help in putting 
the event together. One in which we can all be 
proud that we are of Italian Heritage while enjoy-
ing a great meal and the tenet of fraternity we all 
enjoy.  

It is our responsibility to ensure the efforts of 
those who started the lodge back in 1930 are not 
forgotten. We must realize America’s Great De-
pression started in 1929 and lasted until 1941. 

Roma Lodge was not just a social organization 
in which to gather once a month to have a good 
time.  It became a place of salvation and hope 
for all those Italian immigrants who came to Tu-
lare County for a better life and were struggling 
through the Great Depression just to survive.   

They worked hard each and everyday trying to 
make a future for their families in such difficult 
times and relied upon the lodge to come togeth-
er and share their experiences each month.  We 
can only imagine the hardships they endured. 
They had to work together as a team to make 
the lodge a success and preserve their Italian 
Culture.  

I hope you consider becoming an “active” 
member of Roma Lodge.  We would like to see 
you at monthly meetings sharing a great meal 
put on by some of our lodge member families 
and participate in our fundraising and social ac-
tivities.  

They say there is no “I” in TEAM, but with-
out all of us “I’s” there won’t be a team.  

  



New Baby! 
Michael Anthony Chiara-

monte, son of lodge members 
Anthony and Richelle Chiara-
monte was born on December 
6, 2019. He weighed in at 6 lbs 
8oz and was 18 inches 
long.   He is Anthony and 
Richelle’s first child.  He is 
also the grandson of  Pam & 
Salvador Chiaramonte.  Con-
gratulations to All! 

   

Benedetti Buffet! 
The Louie Benedetti 

Family prepared a great 
meal for Roma Lodge 
members who attended 
the January meeting.  We 
really appreciate lodge 
members who volunteer to 
take on the challenge each 
month of providing meals at our monthly meeting.  
Here is the list for upcoming meetings.  We want to 
thank them in advance for their great work.  

If your family does not want to take on dinner du-
ties and would like to assist those families that do 
please let them know you would like to help on a par-
ticular month.    

Hanford Lodge  
“Sweetheart Serenade” 

 
Jackie Giacomazzi and Louise 

Silacci will be at our February 
meeting and will have tickets for 
the “Sweetheart Serenade” event 
on February 15th.  The fundraiser is 
a great event with good food, enter-
tainment and silent auction.  Make 
plans to attend.  

 
 
 

Garden of  
Innocence 

  At our December meet-
ing I mentioned the Gar-
den of Innocence pro-
gram for the dignified buri-
al of abandoned babies. I 
contacted Roma Lodge 
member Frank Marinelli, 
who teaches shop at the 
TJUHS Accelerated Charter High School at the 
old TCOVE facility on Mooney. 

Frank has graciously agreed to have his stu-
dents build urns for the program.  Hanford Lodge 
will also be donating to the program.  We believe 
that this would be a great charitable organization 
for local lodges to support.     

Both the Tulare and Visa-
lia Cemeteries have Gar-
den of Innocence areas.  
On Saturday, February 
1st at 10 a.m. the Visalia 
Cemetery will be holding 
a ceremony for three ba-
bies.  It is open to the 

public and you are welcome to attend.  
If you would like to learn more about the pro-

gram simply go to their website https://
www.gardenofinnocence.org to learn all about 
the Garden of Innocence.   

 

Committee Invitation!   
 
Everyone is busy and we 

certainly do not need to go to 
another meeting to plan, or-
ganize and complete our 
90th Anniversary Celebra-
tion on April 19, 2020 at the 
TDES Hall in Tulare. There-
fore, we will start by planning 
on meeting at 5:30 prior to 
our monthly meeting on Feb-
ruary 3rd to make initial com-
mittee assignments for the 
event.   

If you would like to chair 
one of the subcommittees or 
just help out make plans to 
attend our meeting at 5:30 on 
February 3rd.  We will meet in 
the small conference room in 
the social hall.   

 

Menu Meeting Date Chairperson(s) 

Chairman’s Choice January 6, 2020 Louie Benedetti Family 

Chairman’s Choice February 3, 2020 Karen DeGroot-Joyce Hofstee 

Potluck March 2, 2020 Joann Beecher 

Italian Sausage/Salad/Rice April 6, 2020 Pitigliano Family 

Chairman’s Choice May 4, 2020 Chiaramonte Family 

Chairman’s Choice June 1, 2020 Pam & Vince Sola Family 

No Meeting July N/A 

Hotdogs and Hamburgers August 3, 2020 Dutto-Cleek-Luis Families 

Chairman’s Choice September 8, 2020 Kathy and Nick Canata Family 

Chairman’s Choice October 5, 2020 Justin Curti Family 

Polenta and Stew November 2, 2020 Michael DePaoli-DePaoli Family 

Ham and Yams December 6, 2020 Ken Curti & Cathy Mederos Family 

President David DePaoli con-

gratulates Frances Della our 
honoree at the 85th Anniver-

sary of Roma Lodge.  

https://www.gardenofinnocence.org
https://www.gardenofinnocence.org


Roma Lodge 
PO Box 1337  
Tulare, California  93275 
www.romalodge1573.org 

Meeting 
February 3, 2020 

Don’t miss the great food by Joyce Hof-
stee, Kevin Hofstee and Karen DeGroot 

Your Roma Lodge Officers 
2019-2020 

 
President                     Larry Dutto (901-4683) 
Vice President Louie Benedetti  (827-1492) 
Treasurer Karen Pedroncelli (732-1591) 
Recording Sec. Kathryn Gomes  (331-0025) 
Financial Sec. Pam Sola (901-1781) 
Orator Anthony Chiaramonte (217-4055)  
Historian Melissa Watkins (361-0811) 
Guard Ken Bertorelli (788-8496) 
Past President          David DePaoli (804-5443) 
Chaplain Nicole Taylor (804-7056)        

 

Trustees 
Danny Dutto (686-1348) 
Mike Saltzman (686-4340) 
Matt Watkins-Chair (647-7161) 
Dominic Pitigliano (359-1907) 
Rob Pinkerton                                  (331-3183) 

 
Mistress of Ceremony  

Frances Della  (784-7653) 
Toni Pinkerton (331-3183) 

LeNotizie Sponsors 


