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1118 Years of Membership and Service to Roma Lodge!

Albert Berra-53, David DePaoli-52, Vince Sola-56, Ed Milanesio-52, Phillip Curti-57, Dennis Burner-58,
Carol McLafferty-58, Lorraine Cleek-69, Betty Pratt-69, Frances Della-56, Joann Beecher-71, Barbara Maraist-
71, Maryann Luis-59, Carol Burner-69, Giovanna DePaoli-56, Ben Curti-56, Angie Milanesio-52, Nick Milanesio

-52,

A Picture is worth a thousand

words!

Eighteen of our 40 members, who have been
members of Roma Lodge for over 50 years, were on
hand to celebrate the lodges 95th anniversary on
May 4th. It was a great event with a wonderful meal
and a lot of members who live out of Tulare County
= Y to attend the

' event.
Special thanks
goes to Michael
ol DePaoli, Dominic
i Pitigliano, Melissa
Watkins, Maci
Daramy, Michael
Pitigliano, Matt
Watkins, Kathy
Briano, Leslie De-

Paoli and Michael Barreto from Oso Libre Winery
who donated the wine for the event. We also want
to thank Karen DeGroot and Joyce Hofstee for the
wonderful desserts for the event.

A new tradition of having our anniversaries on
Sunday, allowing members from out-of-town to
attend, may be a new idea we can build on in the fu-
ture. A lot of great pictures of the event and video of
the PowerPoint presentations are on the Roma
Lodge website. Romalodgel1573.org Also join our
Roma Lodge group on Facebook.

June Meeting
Monday
June 2, 2025
IAC Social Hall
Dinner-6 p.m.
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Who is in your picture?

Presidents Message

oma Lodge celebrated its 95th anni-

versary on May 4th. What was most

impressive was that we had 18 of our
40 members, who have been members of the
lodge for over 50 years, attend the event! There
were those who attended from as far away as
Goleta, Bakersfield and Atascadero along with
many who made a special effort to attend this
special event.

So why, after 95 years people are still en-
gaged in carrying on the Italian Culture?

It was 1933 when my dad, Lau-
rence Dutto joined Roma Lodge
being a 59 year member until he
passed away in 1992 and 1945
when my mother Catherine Dut-
to became a member becoming
a 67 year member until her pass-
ing in 2012. They are why I'm a
member of Roma Lodge. So if
you are a member of Roma
Lodge who will be in your picture of why you are
still a member?

| know there are many of long time members
of the lodge who can put their own family picture
in this spot and would say that their parents,
grandparents or great grandparents are the main
reason they are lodge members.

If you were at the Farmer [z
of the Year Banquet you
heard Vince Sola talk about
his great grandparents who
came to this country from lta- = ‘—;?;
ly in the late 1800’s. Living in
a cookhouse, the family has
now donated it to the Herit-
age Complex Museum. He
was thankful of all the hard-
ships the family had when

they came to

America from ltaly.
Vince’s aunt,
Frances Della, will
| be celebrating her
96th birthday at the
June meeting. So
what has changed
in the last 95
years?

The original mission of Roma Lodge was to
encourage residents of Tulare County who were
immigrants from Italy to become American Citi-
zens. These immigrants were our Italian Culture
and they were being asked to leave behind their
Italian ways and become citizens and adopt the
culture of America. Which they did.

So what has changed? | remember my dad
lived almost 78 years and had never been on an
airplane. Of our original 115 charter members
many were in agriculture and few if any traveled
out of Tulare County as they worked very hard to
make their way in America. Now, their decedents
are scattered all over the globe and many of our
members reside in Idaho, Oregon, Texas, Go-
leta, Arroyo Grande, Atascadero, Colorado, Bak-
ersfield, Stockton, Rancho Santa Margarita and
other places.

For our younger parents there are a lot more
activities for their children to participate in. Base-
ball, soccer, football, basketball, track and cross
country, school plays, FFA and 4-H, dance,
band, showing at fairs, etc., etc., keep kids and
their parents on the go 24/7. Those activities
were limited to just working on the family farm or
dairy back when the lodge was started some 95
years ago.

As time goes on and families get farther and
farther away from Tulare County and many of our
junior members get out of college and no longer
are eligible for junior membership the importance
of being Roma Lodge members declines. In Jan-
uary of each year we are all asked to pay our
membership dues. If we no longer live in Tulare
County, are too busy with our children’s school
and sport activities, cannot attend monthly meet-
ings then why stay a member and pay our dues.
Each of us will have to make that decision on our
own and reflect on why we became members in
the first place.

At our 95th anniversary
celebration all of us were
there to honor the memory of
those who have come before
us. We all need to decide
who is in our picture and
why we continue to be
members of Roma Lodge.




2025 Roma Lodge
Scholarship Recipients

This year the Roma Lodge is awarding 4 de-
serving seniors the Roma Lodge Merit Award. The
recipients for 2025 are Natalie Estrada, Madelyn
Movsesian, Bellajah Nunley and Brooklyn Robb.

8 Natalie Estrada will graduate from Tulare

| Western High School. She is unsure of the
college she will attend but she will be ma-
| joring in Kinesiology. She plans to pursue a
career in sports medicine. She is the daugh-
ter of Rigoberto and Estela Estrada.
Madelyn Movsesian will

graduate from Tulare Western High
School. She plans to attend COS. She
will be majoring in nursing and plans
to pursue a career as an Aesthetic
nurse. She is the daughter of John
Movsesian and Anna Clinkenbeard.

Bellajah Nunley will be gradu-
ating from Tulare Union
High School. She has plans to attend a 4-
year university with a major in Business.
She would like to work in Real Estate De-
velopment once she completes her de-
gree. She is the daughter of Greg and
Michaelle Nunley.

Brooklyn Robb will graduate
from Immanuel High School. She will
be attending California Baptist Uni-
versity and will major in Interior De-
sign. She plans to pursue a career as |
an Interior Designer. She is the
daughter of Brad and Betsy Robb.

We look forward to recognizing

these well-deserving seniors at our June meeting.
Congratulations!

Sunshine News!

Charlie Pitigliano and Vince Sola have both had
health issues. If you know someone who is dealing
with health issues contact Joann Beecher at 559-

260-4156 so she can send them a card from
the lodge.

Covuine Conata
1977-2025

Corrine Canata passed away
on May 14th after a short illness.
Corrine was a 17 year member of
the lodge and had to discontinue
her membership when her par-
ents Nick and Kathy Canata moved out of the area
to be near her sisters family. Once a member of Ro-
ma Lodge always a part of the Roma Lodge Family.
Farewell Sister Corrine, may you rest in peace.

COS Volunteer of the Year!

Vince and Pam Sola are pictured with COS Super-
intendent/President Brent Calvin and Tulare Provost
Louann Waldner at the Giant Awards ceremony at
COS. Vince received the Community Volunteer of
the Year for his contributions to COS as the chair of

1 the COS Farm Operations committee. Congrats to

Vince!

/ No Dues-No Membership \

Our new financial secretary, Giovanna De-
Paoli, has been busy notifying members,
who have not paid their dues, that their
membership will be dropped unless they are
paid ASAP. She has also been tracking
down beneficiary information for those
members who have been designated as ben-
eficiaries for our deceased members. If you
have not paid your dues or have changed

your beneficiary contact her ASAP. /
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LeNotizie Sponsors

Vincent Sola Partnership / E— Karen C.Pedroncelli, CPA
VSP Custom Inc Pine P A stes
Farming & Farm Management Pedroncelli
& Aguilar
Inc.

Vincent Sola
PO Box 190

@ O % Z Sparlin Hoof Trimming
& Q ' Brent Sparlin

Owner and Operator
11586 Avenue 120 + P. O. Box 9 \‘\M
Tipton, California 93272 P )

Specializing in Dairy Animal Hoof Care

Y 559.287-6279

CHARLIE PITIGLIANO 559-685-8857
Off: (559) 752-4319 Mobile: (559) 284-6797 || Over 30 years experience TSHOOFIN@aol.com
FAX: (559) 752-3230 Res: (559) 752-4633

o

R :
Bassett Farms, Inc. [ e

Pistachios & Almonds

Ken Curti
Owner

Jon Bassett |5

P. 0. Box 6069 Cell: 559-972-5716 -
Visalia, CA 93290 Office: 559-635-8776 || Al I IIT T 1 ok
bfarmsinc@yahoo.com Fax: 559-739-8402 DIVERSIFED FARMING

7 Dutto-Cleek LLC

1804 South Tamarack
Visalia, California 93277,

Donald-559-730-8176

DAMCO
INVESTMENTS

Dennis A. Mederos
Cathy M. Mederos

m s N Be on the Roma Lodge Facebook page.
kwdorscom Join Today!

oooooooo
P 5866 914900

5599014683 ¢

Your Roma Lodge Officers
2025-2026 June Meeting

President Larry Dutto (901-4683) Monday, June 2, 2025
Vice President  Louie Benedetti (827-1492) Dinner-6 p-m.
Treasurer Karen Pedroncelli (732-1591)

Recording Sec.  Renee Marinelli (732-8258)

Financial Sec. Giovanna DePaoli (361-0640)

Orator Anthony Chiaramonte (217-4055)

Historian Melissa Watkins (361-0811)

Guard Frank Marinelli (802-0611)

Past President David DePaoli (804-5443)

Chaplain Nicole Taylor (804-7056)

Trustees

Louie Benedetti (827-1492)

Mike Saltzman (686-4340)

Matt Watkins-Chair (647-7161)

Dominic Pitigliano (359-1907)

Michael DePaoli (730-1168)

Mistress of Ceremony o
Joann Beecher (688-8380) Sola Family-Dinner Hosts




