April-2021

Seeing Orange

T

ulare County has officially
moved into the orange tier in
regards to the COVID-19 pandemic. As shown in the chart at the right this
means that groups can meet inside, while social distancing and wearing a mask. Roma Lodge has not officially met since March of 2020
and it is time we came together as an organization.
We are sure there are several lodge members who are still reluctant to get together in groups or be out
without having been vaccinated or are still in fear of getting the virus. We certainly understand there may still
be some apprehension about having the lodge meet again on May 3, 2021.
Therefore, this will NOT be an official meeting, so officers will not have to attend. What it will be is an opportunity to come together and decide on some issues facing the lodge by consensus. Remember Margaret
Thatcher once remarked “consensus is when nobody really gets anything they real wanted.” We plan to meet
on our regular monthly meeting night and enjoy a meal and socialize for an hour or so while fraternalizing with
other lodge members.

Gathering May 3rd!
Members of Roma Lodge will gather
on May 3rd at the World Ag Expo-Social
Hall at 6:30 p.m.
The lodge will provide dinner and
drinks and we will
discuss some issues that require
our members input. We hope to
have the same format for our June
meeting and then resume our regular
meetings with our Junior member night
on August 2nd.

RSVP REQUESTED

Have you planned a dinner party and
didn’t have any idea who was coming without an RSVP (Reserved for a Very Special
Person) list? Probably not.
Please RSVP if you plan to come to the
May 3rd meeting so we can plan accordingly. Please respond by Friday, April 30th if
you plan to attend.

Telephone-559-901-4683
Email-larrydutto@yahoo.com
Text-559-901-4683

Restored Faith!

President’s Message

At each Roma Lodge meeting we ask our Financial Secretary, Pam Sola, to give
us an update on our membership.
Members who have joined,
dropped, transfered to another
lodge or may have passed away. I
often hear the pandemic has
forced a lot of organizations to try
to continue their activities
through Zoom meetings or other
forms of online communications.
I have also heard organizations
Time Flies!
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and I will be remembership and I mentioned in
ceiving our 30
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lodges have closed in the state. It year memberappears it is more and more diffi- ship certificates
cult to get younger members en- on May 3rd.
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at the Memorial
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stored and hope we can all be together again soon. Let’s meet on May 3rd and support those members who are celebrating a 5-year
milestone in their membership.

Linda Ray Berra
Roma Lodge members
were saddened to hear of
the passing of Linda Ray

Berra of Porterville.

She
was just a few months
short of her 80th birthday
in August. Linda was a 49
-year member of the lodge
joining on March 6, 1972
along with husband Dr.

Albert Berra.

Linda’s father-in law
Bert Berra was the president of the Porterville Lodge #1596 before it
closed and became part of Roma Lodge. For
many years Linda and her family would attend
the annual ravioli dinner, Christmas party and
other lodge activities.
Linda was a champion equestrian rider in
her youth, member of the Women’s Club at
River Island Golf Course and avid tennis player.
The family has graciously listed Roma
Lodge for those who wish to donate in Linda’s
memory. Donations can be made in care of:

Roma Lodge Scholarship Fund
Frances Della
17383 Avenue 184
Strathmore, California 93267
Our thoughts and prayers are with the Berra Family with the passing of Linda. Farewell
Sister Linda Ray Berra.

Grand Lodge Convention Delegates
The Grand Lodge Convention will be held online
this year on one day, Saturday, June 26th. Roma
Lodge has not submitted our list of 6 delegates and
we need to decide at our May 3rd gathering of who
will represent the lodge. As a reminder our two resolutions will be discussed and voted upon. First, is
the request to have each lodge represented by only
two delegates. Second, is our resolution to hold conventions biannually (every other year). These changes could save the lodge $3,000-$6,000 every two
years. If you cannot attend the May 3rd discussion,
let me know if you would like to be a delegate.

2021 Membership
Milestones!
Roma Lodge will present Milestone Membership Certificates to Roma Lodge members who
are celebrating 5-year milestone membership
achievements in the lodge.
If you celebrated one of these membership
milestones in 2020 we will be glad to print a certificate for you and present it at the next meeting you attend.
We will plan on presenting certificates to
those of you who can attend the May 3rd gathering at the WAE Social Hall. If you cannot attend and would like a representative to pick up
your membership certificate let us know.
Each recipient will have their picture taken
and will appear on our Roma Lodge website and in
the next edition of the LeNotizie.
5 Year Members
Gianna Daramy, Harper DePaoli
20 Year Members
Kylee Cleek, Clint Curti, Alex Galvan, Shaun Pedroncelli, Amanda Warren
25 Year Members
Jim Chavez, Kathy Chavez, Nicole Clark, Kathryn
Cleek, Patrick Marinelli, Cathy Mederos, Dennis Mederos, Megan Mederos, Michael Mederos,
Melissa Mederos-Semeos
30 Year Members
Michael DePaoli, Larry Dutto, Tessa Hall
35 Year Member
Bill Benedetti
45 Year Members
Ken Bertorelli, Karen Pedroncelli, Bruce Smith
55 Year Members
Clarence Costa, John Greco and Maryann Luis
65 Year Members
Carole Burner, Janet Cabral, Johnnie Kaye Costa,
Betty Pratt, Lorraine Cleek, George Rinaldi
85 Year Member
Joe Signorelli

Certificates will be
presented at the May
3rd gathering!

Kenzie Grace Costa

Roma Lodge member Joey and wife
Kera Costa welcomed into the world Kenzie Grace Costa
on April 13, 2021.
Kenzie weighed 6
pounds and 9
ounces and measured 19.5 inches.
Kenzie was
born at home in
Livingston, California with the assistance of a midwife
and is doing well. She is the granddaughter of Johnnie Kay and Clarence Costa
of Squaw Valley. She is also first cousin
to lodge members Lauren and Garret
Costa and her aunt and uncle Eddie and
Krisi Costa of Squaw Valley. Congratu-

lations to the Costa Family.

Although we have not met in over a year,
Roma Lodge continues to do its charitable
work. As part of the United Lodges of Central
California, our State Deputy Jackie Giacomazzi requested a $200 donation for the
United Lodges annual contribution to Valley
Children’s Hospital. The United Lodges decided a couple of years ago instead of doing quarterly raffles at the meetings to have each lodge
donate for the Valley Children’s program.
Roma Lodge treasurer Karen Pedroncelli
submitted a check from the lodge to Jackie to
be sent along with the United Lodge donation.
If individual members would like to donate they
can send their checks to Jackie or directly to
Valley Children’s with a note to be included
with the Roma Lodge donation.

Roma Lodge
PO Box 1337
Tulare, California 93275
www.romalodge1573.org
LeNotizie Sponsors

Your Roma Lodge Officers
2021-2022
President
Larry Dutto (901-4683)
Vice President
Louie Benedetti (827-1492)
Treasurer
Karen Pedroncelli (732-1591)
Recording Sec. Kathryn Gomes (331-0025)
Financial Sec.
Pam Sola (901-1781)
Orator
Anthony Chiaramonte (217-4055)
Historian
Melissa Watkins (361-0811)
Guard
Ken Bertorelli (788-8496)
Past President
David DePaoli (804-5443)
Chaplain
Nicole Taylor (804-7056)
Danny Dutto
Mike Saltzman
Matt Watkins-Chair
Dominic Pitigliano
Rob Pinkerton

Trustees

(686-1348)
(686-4340)
(647-7161)
(359-1907)
(331-3183)

Mistress of Ceremony

Frances Della
Toni Pinkerton

(784-7653)
(331-3183)

Don’t Forget To Pay Your
2021 Roma Lodge Dues
$75-Adult Members
$6.36-Junior Members
Who Want Insurance

Mail To:
Roma Lodge #1573
PO Box 1337
Tulare, CA 93274

