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A Star is Born!
Roma Lodge member
Vince Sola signed a major
contract with a movie studio
and has a starring role in Stephen King’s “Children of the
Corn” movie series. As the
story goes the making of the
film was being
done in Australia Vince Sola signing
his actors contract!
last year during
the pandemic and
they are finishing up the movie and
needed a corn field to shoot some
final scenes. The
filming took two
days in Vince’s
corn field and he
Vince on the
plays a leading
movie set.
role.
Unfortunately, he
suffers a violent death in the
movie. Much too tragic to
describe in the LeNotizie!
The director of the movie Vince with grandis Kurt Wimmer and Vince’s son Vinnie outside
supporting actress is Elena his trailer with his
Kampouris.
name on the
We will have a table set- STAR!
up at the August meeting for
Vince to sign autographs, so bring your favorite
item for him to sign. According to wife Pam,
“he should not quit his day job!”
The Kasbergen Family
supplied the Jersey cow,
who also appears in the
movie. Sadly, she suffered the same fate as
Vince! The movie will be
out this fall.
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Junior Member Night!
August 2nd will be our annual Junior Member night at 6:30 p.m. at the IAC Social Hall.
The Dutto-Cleek-Luis-Gentry Families will be
providing
a summer
BBQ for
the kids
with hamburgers,
hotdogs
and other
summer
goodies.
We will
also have
a special raffle with lots of back-to-school items
for the kids and special treats. Members who
would like to bring back-to-school items for
the raffle are welcome to do so.
This is always a great event and we encourage all the parents with school age children to
attend the event. It will be a lot of fun!

Officer Change
With the pandemic the
Grand Lodge of California
decided the local lodge slate
of 2019-2020 officers should
have their terms extended to
the 2021-2022 terms. Our
Recording Secretary,
Kathryn Gomes has decided to step down from her position effective immediately.
We are grateful that
Renee Marinelli has just retired from COS as a
business instructor and has agreed to step in for
the remainder of Kathryn’s term of office.
Renee and husband Frank will be at the August
meeting to receive their 25-year certificates and
pins.

Changing Times

If

we have learned anything from the
2020 pandemic, it is we may have a new
definition of “normal” ahead of us. With the
new COVID variants now becoming more
widespread, wearing a mask in public indoor spaces may become the normal regardless of whether or not you have been
vaccinated.
The pandemic also has increased the
use and improvement of technology for
meetings and
working remotely
from anywhere in
the world. Many
corporations
have already vacated their brick
and mortar buildings by having many of
their employees work from home.
We may see a future where attendance
at meetings, conventions and other group
activities may be done completely online, or
at a minimum, give attendees the option to
participate online.
So what about Roma Lodge? If you review the OSDIA or Grand Lodge bylaws
they are pretty descriptive and punitive if a
local lodge does not follow all of the rituals
and protocols set forth in the bylaws.
I remember as a child, when the lodge
met about the Oasis Café in Tulare, kids
were not even allowed to be in the hall during the meetings. If we are to keep our junior members and young adults engaged and
active in the lodge we must change the way
we do things.
Roma Lodge has become the largest
lodge in the state, while many other lodges
are losing members or even closing. Why?
The answer is simple. We focus our meetings and activities on fraternity rather than
protocol.

Presidents Message

We will start officially meeting in August.
As your president our meetings will provide
members with the following format:
•
•
•
•
•

A good meal provided through the efforts
of our local members.
A junior member activity for our junior
members.
A short business meeting.
Ample time for communication between
members.
Gatherings will start promptly at 6:30
p.m. and will end no later than 8:00 p.m.
or whenever members would like to adjourn.

Our goal this year will be to get more of
our members to become active in the lodge,
especially junior members and their parents. If the lodge is going to remain strong
we must continue to provide meetings and
activities our members want to attend.

We know parents of young children are
busy, however, these kids are the future of
our lodge. Without them there is no future.
Our lodge needs to change the way we do
things rather than the old ways which
worked then and will not work now. These
are changing times and we need to
change and adapt!

Florena (Dolly) Jean
Kleinhans

Roma Lodge members were
saddened to hear of the passing
of Dolly Kleinhans on July 9th.
Dolly and her husband Cedric
were members of the lodge for
the past eight years, however,
she has been carrying on the Italian Culture in the Tulare Community since she was a child nearly 80 years ago.
Dolly was a loving mother and grandmother,
raising her children and grandchildren to appreciate the simple things in life. Gifts were always
practical, what you needed not what you wanted.
She enjoyed teaching them family traditions such
as making homemade pies, cookies, gnocchi and
raviolis. She was also an amazing cake decorator, making wedding cakes and many birthday
cakes.
In addition to Roma Lodge, Dolly was active
in 4-H, FFA, California Cattle Women’s Association and attended St. Rita’s Catholic Church. For
23 years she participated at the California Antique Farm Equipment Show cooking on a woodstove and serving chicken and dumplings and
homemade ice cream at Dolly’s Kitchen. After
retirement they built a large barn on their property utilizing it for family gathering, holidays, weddings and class reunions. Cedric and Dolly
opened their farm to promote education to school
children about the early 1900s. As a Licensed
Vocational Nurse, she worked for Terrace Park
Convalescent Hospital for 12 years and then Tulare District Hospital for 10 years. Farewell Sister
Lorena (Dolly) Jean Kleinhans. May you rest in
peace.

Sunshine News
If you know someone who has had health
issues contact Joann Beecher (688-8380) so
she can send them a card.

LeNotizie
Of you have something to contribute to the
LeNotizie email your pictures, articles or items
to larrydutto@yahoo.com by the 20th of the
month so they may be included in the months
edition of the newsletter.

60 Years of Wedded Bliss!

Joann and Leroy Beecher represent 125
years of membership and service to Roma
Lodge. They recently celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary with family at the Vintage
Press. They are shown above with cousins Gloria Belezzouli-Pettigrew and husband Melvin.
Congratulations to them both!

Board Meeting

Matt Watkins, Board Chair, has called a special meeting of the Roma Lodge board members
prior to the meeting of the lodge on August 2,
2021 at 6 p.m. in the IAC social hall conference
room. All board members are asked to attend.
The board will report the actions of their meeting during the Junior member night activities.

Home Cooking!

Does your family have a favorite Italian recipe
you would like to cook
for one of our meetings? The last few
years we have had
some excellent meals
prepared by lodge
members. As we start
meeting again, we will
be asking members to
select a month in which
they would like to prepare for our members.
Contact Larry Dutto at larrydutto@yahoo.com or
by phone at 559-901-4683 and let him know what
month you would like to take.
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Your Roma Lodge Officers
2021-2022
President
Larry Dutto (901-4683)
Vice President
Louie Benedetti (827-1492)
Treasurer
Karen Pedroncelli (732-1591)
Recording Sec. Renee Marinelli (732-8258)
Financial Sec.
Pam Sola (901-1781)
Orator
Anthony Chiaramonte (217-4055)
Historian
Melissa Watkins (361-0811)
Guard
Ken Bertorelli (788-8496)
Past President
David DePaoli (804-5443)
Chaplain
Nicole Taylor (804-7056)
Danny Dutto
Mike Saltzman
Matt Watkins-Chair
Dominic Pitigliano
Rob Pinkerton

Trustees

(686-1348)
(686-4340)
(647-7161)
(359-1907)
(331-3183)

Mistress of Ceremony

Frances Della
Toni Pinkerton

(784-7653)
(331-3183)

Junior Member
Night
Monday
August 2, 2021
IAC-Social Hall
6:30 PM

