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95th Anniversary-The 5 W’s 
 

Who-Roma Lodge #1573 

What-95th Anniversary Celebration 

Where-IAC-Social Hall 

When-Sunday, May 4th, Noon 

Why-Roma Lodge Milestone Anniversary 

 
Every good newspaper reporter is encouraged to 

always include the 5 W’s in every article of Who, 
What, Where, When and Why.  Roma Lodge will 
have their 95th anniversary celebration this year as 
we mark another year of carrying on the Italian Cul-
ture in Tulare County.  

Our co-chairs for the event are Melissa Watkins, 
Michael DePaoli and Dominic Pitigliano. Here are a 
few more details of our planning for the event.  

Schedule on Sunday, May 4th- 
11:30 AM-Appetizers 
12:00 Noon-Lunch-Beef, pasta, salad bar. 
12:45 Presentation of Milestone Memberships 
1:15 PM-Bocce Tournament 
3:00 PM-Cleanup  

Must Do: 
RSVP-April 26, 2025 to Melissa Watkins by email, 
mdepaoliwat@gmail.com , text or call to 1-559-361-
0811  
Cost-$10 for Roma Lodge members, $25 for Guests 
and juniors under 18 years of age-Free.   
Bocce Tournament 
Teams consist of 4 players 
Must register with Matt 
Watkins by the 26th-
mattwat007@gmail.com  
or text or call 1-559-647-
7161. 
$20 entry fee per team, Winners get trophy, 70% of 
the pot, second place get 20% of the pot and 3rd 
place 10% and losers get a piece of humble pie!  

Sooo Gooood! 
  Our traditional March 

potluck was another big 
success.  Our members 
brought some delicious 
food to enjoy and every-
one had a great meal 
and time at the March 
7th meeting.   

Joann Beecher served 
as our chair for the potluck and 
everyone enjoyed a special treat 
with Haagen Daz’s ice cream 
bars.  The bars were provided by 
Nick Notarnicola who had won 
the monthly drawing and donat-
ed back to the lodge to pur-
chase the ice cream bars.   

 
Farmer of the Year 

Roma Lodge member Vince Sola will be recognized 
by the Tulare Kiwanis Club 
as the Tulare Farmer of the 
Year on Wednesday, April 
2nd at the Heritage Com-
plex at the IAC.  Vince is a 
56-year member of the 
lodge and a 4th generation 
family farmer still farming 
the land his grandfather 
settled in 1903.  Now, his 
son Vin, also a lodge member, is working along Vin-
cent and wife Pam as part of the 5th generation of 
the Sola Family Farms.   

Roma Lodge has had several of its current and past 
members recognized by the Kiwanis Club for their 
achievements in the agriculture industry in Tulare.  
Make plans to attend the luncheon on the 2nd.   



Changing Times Presidents Message 

The first meeting of Roma Lodge #1573 was held 
on April 13, 1930 at the Tulare Women’s Club House 
in Tulare.  On May 25th officers were installed and 
the lodge officially began with 
115 charter members. The 
same year the lodge orga-
nized a picnic at Mooney’s 
Grove to celebrate their new 
beginning of bringing Italian 
Immigrants who had come to 
Tulare County to start a new 
life in America.  

Fast forward 50 years and it was time to celebrate 
the lodge’s anniversary.  
Back in those days Perina 
Giraudi and Vera Ghigo 
grew flowers to decorate 
the venue for the celebra-
tion.  
 

Fifteen years later 
Ernie DeMatteo, Riley 
Taylor, John Sola and 
Bert Berra lined up be-
hind the 65th anniver-
sary sign for a group 
picture.   

The 75th anniversary saw our 
beloved and long time State 
Deputy Lilia Giacomazzi address 
the members and guests under 
the leadership of president Char-
lie Pitigliano.  
 

 
The 80th anni-

versary was held 
at the TDES Hall in 
Tulare with fine 
China, table 
settings, favors 
and a great meal 
prepared and served by our junior members. Now, 
many have kids of their own who are junior mem-
bers.   

The 85th anniversary we hon-
ored long time member Frances 
Della for her many contributions 
to Roma Lodge.  She will cele-
brate 56 years of membership 
and her 96th birthday in June and 
was at the first Roma Lodge 
Christmas party some 95 years 
ago.  

In 2020 Covid-19 did not allow 
for the lodge to have their 90th anniversary celebra-
tion since we could not have meetings or other group 
activities.  Since that time the lodge has decided to 
recognize members each year with “Membership 
Milestones” for members who are celebrating anoth-
er 5-years of membership in addition to those being 
recognized by the Grand Lodge.   

At our 91st anniversary we recognized a large 
group of members who celebrated 50-years of Roma 
Lodge membership.  

Now, some 95 years later Roma Lodge will be cele-
brating our 
95th anniver-
sary.  We all 
celebrate 
milestone 
birthdays, an-
niversaries,  
class reunions, 
career chang-
es, etc., differ-
ently.  Some 
choose big celebrations while others choose to  for-
get to celebrate a special day.  

Roma Lodge members have decided to do some-
thing a little special for our 95th year.  (Details on 
Page 1)  Since we have so many junior members in 
our lodge we plan to have a special meal, bocce tour-
nament and recognize our milestone memberships in 
the lodge.  We want to invite anyone who would like 
to attend as we celebrate our anniversary.  What is 
important is we remember those who have come 
before us and do this in their memory.   

  



Dues are Due! 
At our March meeting Giovanna DePaoli was 

elected to serve as our Financial Secretary for the 
2025-2026 term.  She has 
already deposited dues that 
were mailed to the PO Box 
for Roma Lodge.  Dues to 
the Grand Lodge are sub-
mitted by quarters so the 
first quarter dues are now 
scheduled to be paid for 
the quarter.   

Please note, the Grand 
Lodge bylaws indicate jun-
ior members who are 18 
years of age on January 1, 2025 can choose to be-
come a Regular member and will need to decide if 
they would like to continue as a Regular member or 
an Associate member if they do not want the Mor-
tuary Benefit.   

A Junior Member can continue as a Junior Mem-
ber if they are attending college full-time up to and 
including the age of 26.   

Regular Members-$85.00 
Associate Members-$70.00 
Social Members-$70.00 
Junior Members-$7.00 

If you do not want to continue your membership, 
please send an email to Giovanna DePaoli at 
gdepaoli@ocsnet.net or call her at 1-559-361-0640   
and let us know or send us a note to our PO Box .  
Thank You.  

 

More Support 
Chair, Michael DePaoli gave a re-

port of our major fundraiser of the 
year which is the WAE food booth.  
The history of the booth was fea-
tured in the IL Leone this month and 
it is one of the best ways Roma 
Lodge showcases its Italian Culture 
to visitors of the show. The booth 
was very successful even though it rained on Thurs-
day.     

Last month we gave everyone an idea of de-
mographics of Roma Lodge members with a large 
number of members who live outside of Tulare 
County.  Long time members who grew up in the 
lodge and continue their membership in the memory 
of family members who were Charter members of 
the lodge.   

Sherry Reinhart lives in Rancho Santa Margarita 
some 210 miles from Tulare.  She is a former lodge 
queen and her daughters Sydney and Katrina are 
past Roma Lodge scholarship recipients.  Sherry was 
one of our WAE food booth supporters in memory of 
Leroy Beecher, Anna and John Dutto.   

Here is your chance!  
Last month we did a little chart on the de-

mographics of lodge members.  The chart 
showed that over 80% of our members between 
the age of 20-40 live outside Tulare County.  We 
also know that 22% of our membership is over 
the age of 70.  Only about 45% of our member-
ship would be considered active in that they at-
tended at least one meeting, fundraiser or 
Christmas Party last year.  

If you have already paid your 2025 dues or 
plan to pay them we have already determined 
the only way to get a return on your investment 
is to attend monthly meetings or other events 
where you can enjoy the fraternity of other mem-
bers and a great meal.  

Our 95th anniversary celebration on May 4th is 
another opportunity for you to attend a Roma 
Lodge function if you can only attend one activity 
a year!  If you have someone in your family that 
has health issues, maybe you can bring them to 
the anniversary so they can see many of their 
long-time friends.  These celebrations only come 
every 5 years so here is your chance to attend.  

April Meeting 
Monday-April 7, 2025 

WAE Social Hall 

6:00 PM 

Sausage & Risotto 
Roma Lodge Scholarships 

Announcements 
Final Anniversary Plans 



Roma Lodge 
PO Box 1337  
Tulare, California  93275 
www.romalodge1573.org 

Next Meeting 
April 7, 2025 

6:00 PM 
WAE-Social Hall 

Sausage & Risotto 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Be on the Roma Lodge Facebook page.   
Join Today! 

LeNotizie Sponsors 

Your Roma Lodge Officers 
2025-2026 

 
President                     Larry Dutto (901-4683) 
Vice President Louie Benedetti  (827-1492) 
Treasurer Karen Pedroncelli (732-1591) 
Recording Sec. Renee Marinelli (732-8258) 
Financial Sec. Giovanna DePaoli (361-0640) 
Orator Anthony Chiaramonte (217-4055)  
Historian Melissa Watkins (361-0811) 
Guard Frank Marinelli (802-0611) 
Past President          David DePaoli (804-5443) 
Chaplain Nicole Taylor (804-7056)        

 

Trustees 
Louie Benedetti (827-1492) 
Mike Saltzman (686-4340) 
Matt Watkins-Chair (647-7161) 
Dominic Pitigliano (359-1907) 
Michael DePaoli                              (730-1168) 

 
Mistress of Ceremony  

Joann Beecher  (688-8380) 

 


