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 Our Future is Now! 

At the Grand Lodge convention we saw the shrink-
ing of the number of local lodges and a drop in mem-
bership throughout the state.  Just as important is the 
fact that of the 34 lodges who could attend this years 
convention only 17 had full representation, 6 partial 
representation and 12 had no representation.  11 
lodges have fewer than 40 members which puts them 
in danger of closing before next years convention.   

I spoke with several lodge presidents who indicated 
that when they are gone there will be no one to re-
place them and the lodge will probably close.  

Roma Lodge has 60 junior members of which we 
had over 30 attend our Junior Member event on Au-
gust 3rd.  Look at the picture and see the faces that 
will someday be the leaders of Roma Lodge.  Just like 
we have 40 members who are 75 years of age or old-
er we will need these young people to step forward in 
the future to replace us and keep Roma Lodge strong 
for the next 50-100 years.    

We need to keep these young people engaged in all 
of our lodge activities so that they will remember  

 

 

their experiences as young 
members so they will contin-
ue their participation in the 
future.   

We talked with many par-
ents who thought the Sun-
day activity was good as 
many kids and our teachers 
were preparing for the start 
of the school year.  Special 
thanks goes to Anica Gentry 
for getting all the back-to-
school supplies.  

 

September Meeting 

Monday 

September 8, 2025 

IAC Social Hall

6 P.M.  



Famiglia & Our Italian Culture 

W e have been working on the 
lodge directory and when you 
get yours you will be able to see 

all the longtime families who have contributed to Ro-
ma Lodge over the past 95 years.   

Names like Benedetti, Berra, Bertorelli, Briano, 
Curti, Della, DePaoli, Dutto, Milanesio, Pedroncelli, 
Pelous, Pitigliano, 
Saltzman and Sola 
just to mention a 
few.  There are de-
scendants of these 
families, with names 
like Beecher, Clark, 
Cleek, Costa, Dara-
my, McLafferty, 
Watkins and Goni 
who are now lodge members.  

If you look at some of our charter members there 
are families like Lerda, Fornasero, Falco, Raviscioni, 
Giraudi and Minoletti who were Italian Immigrants 

who came together to form the lodge in May of 1930.   
 If you look at the picture above you can connect 

just about every  junior member in the picture to 
someone who was in the lodge in 1930.  Their names 
may be Gentry, Clark, Daramy, Watkins, Pitigliano, 
Maness or DePaoli who are tied to those who started 
the lodge 95 years ago.   

If you are as old as I am you remember the days 
when the lodge meetings were held in the old Elk’s 
lodge building above the Oasis restaurant in Tulare.  
Back in those days kids were not even allowed in the 
meeting and sat outside with their mothers while the 

meeting was being conducted.  
Meetings started at 8 p.m. and for 
those, like my dad, it made it awfully difficult to get 
out of a lodge meeting a 9 or 10 p.m. and be up at 3 
a.m. the next morning to milk cows. Times have cer-
tainly changed and the lodge has had to adapt to 
changing 
times.   

At our Au-
gust meeting 
we initiated 
the Carter 
Family who 
are descents 
of long time 
members Wil-
bur and Joann 
Jones.  Matthew Carter is their grandson and feels it is 
important to carryon the Italian Culture he grew up 
with as a kid.   

We all know we live in a different world today than 
we did in 1930.  My dad was born in Tulare County 
and lived in the county his entire life.  He never flew 
on an airplane and never traveled outside of California 
and was content to go to Pismo Beach each year for a 
couple of days to dig for clams.  Now, when our junior 
members go away to college and start their careers 
they may move to other parts of California or to other 
states.   

We have members who live in Texas, Oregon, Ida-
ho and other states and still continue their member-
ship in the lodge.  They cannot attend monthly 
meetings, help at our farm show booth or ravioli din-
ner.  However, they are doing their part to carryon the 
Italian Culture by continuing their membership in Ro-
ma Lodge.   

If you do live in Tulare County we ask that, if you 
are able, to attend our monthly meetings and partici-
pate in our activities.  We want to see you and your 
family as we all do our part to carry on the culture 
which was given to us by those families some 95 years 
ago.  We must all do our part to keep our members 
active and hope we continue to attract new members 
for the future.  

Presidents Message 



 Ravioli Dinner Drive-Thru! 

Our annual fundraiser, the ravioli 
dinner drive-thru will be held on Satur-
day, October 11th from 4-6 p.m. at the 
IAC Social Hall.  We are making a few 
changes this year in that we will have 
one ticket for each meal served at $25 
each.  Tickets will be distributed to 
members at the September 8th meeting.   

We have contacted some key members to chair 
the various parts of the activity from making sauce, 
cooking chicken and ravioli as well as making the 
green beans.  There is plenty of work to do and in 
our next newsletter we will give more details.  Mark 
your calendar and make sure you are available to 
help that day.  We want to get as many junior mem-
bers there to help and start learning our system of 
serving a great meal and making the community 
aware of Christopher Columbus and our Italian Herit-
age.   

Lodge Directory 
Thanks to our Financial Secretary, Giovanna De-

Paoli, our membership roster has been updated and 
we will be publishing our Lodge Directory which we 
will have ready for our September meeting.   

Sunshine News! 
Charlie Pitigliano, Lor-

raine Cleek, Pam and Vince 
Sola continue to have 
health issues. If you know 
someone who is sick, had an 
accident or recent surgery, 
contact Joann Beecher at 
559-260-4156 so she 
can send them a card 
from the lodge.     

 

Requests for Donations 

The following organizations or groups are re-

questing donations from Roma Lodge.  These 

requests will be considered at the September 

meeting.   

• CASA of Tulare County-Donation Requests 
• Sponsorship letter for the Tulare County Fair 
• Tulare Police Department-Donation request 
• Tulare Brass Band-Donation Request.  

• Tulare Western Band Boosters-Color Guard  

Westly Vincent Chiaramonte 
Westley Vincent Chiaramonte 

was born on July 8, 2025 to proud 
parents Richelle and Anthony Chiar-
amonte.  He weighed in at 8 lbs-5oz 
and was 20.5 inches long.  He is the 
third son for the family joining 
brothers Michael and Dominic.  His 
grandparents are Pam and Sal Chi-
aramonte.    

 

Shirts, Jackets, Tee-shirts &Hats 
 
Most of us know that the 
OSDIA and Grand Lodge 
of California have 
changed the logo for the 
organization.  We would 

like to get new shirts, jackets and hats with our 
Roma Lodge #1573 added to the logo for mem-
bers who would like to purchase them. We will 
be bringing samples to an upcoming meeting for 
those who would like to purchase one of these 
items for the future.   

 

Junior Ambassadors  
Yes, school has started and our children are 

very, very busy and do not need one more thing 
to do.  Pam Sola has 
done a wonderful job in 
providing activities for 
our junior members who 
are able to attend 
monthly meetings. With 
other parents willing to 
step forward we would 
like to form a Roma Lodge Junior Ambassador 
group to have a couple of activities each year for 
our junior members.  Maybe a zoom call, recrea-
tional trip, attend a public service meeting and 
talk about their Italian Heritage.    

First things first.  If you would like your child to 
participate please email me larrydut-
to@yahoo.com and let me know if your child or 
children would be interested in being an ambas-
sador.  We have so many great teachers in our 
organization and others who would be willing to 
spend a few minutes each month sharing these 
juniors our Italian Culture.  Let’s see where this 
takes us! 

mailto:larrydutto@yahoo.com
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Berra Family 

Dinner Hosts 

Be on the Roma Lodge Facebook page.   
Join Today! 

LeNotizie Sponsors 

Your Roma Lodge Officers 
2025-2026 

 
President                     Larry Dutto (901-4683) 
Vice President        Justin Curti-(906-9109) 
Treasurer Karen Pedroncelli (732-1591) 
Recording Sec. Renee Marinelli (732-8258) 
Financial Sec. Giovanna DePaoli (361-0640) 
Orator Anthony Chiaramonte (217-4055)  
Historian Melissa Watkins (361-0811) 
Guard Frank Marinelli (802-0611) 
Past President          David DePaoli (804-5443) 
Chaplain Nicole Taylor (804-7056)        

 

Trustees 
Louie Benedetti (827-1492) 
Mike Saltzman (686-4340) 
Matt Watkins-Chair (647-7161) 
Dominic Pitigliano (359-1907) 
Michael DePaoli                              (730-1168) 

 
Mistress of Ceremony  

Joann Beecher  (688-8380) 

 


